News from Scecina Cafeteria
Note:  Lunch price is increased to $3.00 for 2011/12


Scecina Memorial High School uses an automated cafeteria food-purchase system for students to purchase lunch during the school year.  This gives Scecina families the convenience of maintaining lunch account balances, depositing money into student accounts at any time and sharing money between family members.  Families can also be assured that the privacy of students who qualify for the free or reduced lunch program will be maintained.  
How does this system work?  You may send a check to school for any amount you wish to deposit on your student’s cafeteria account. Students may also pay with cash each day for their lunch. Each student will be assigned a PIN number that will be unique to him or her.  The student will punch in his or her PIN number each time a purchase is made in the cafeteria.  The amount of a student’s purchase will be deducted from his or her account until the account reaches a zero balance.  

If your student participates in the Free lunch program, and your student purchases the eligible lunch, then no payments are necessary.  If your student purchases any other items, payment will be required.  Those student on the free or reduced lunch program can be assured that this information will be held confidential in the automated system.  

You may send in money anytime to establish an account balance for your child.  Checks should be made payable to Scecina High School and delivered as outlined below.  We do encourage you to send a check to reduce the handling of cash and to speed up the flow of students through the cafeteria line.

How to make deposits to cafeteria accounts

· All money deposited on account should be placed in an envelope and delivered to the kitchen with the name of the student/students clearly printed on the envelope.  If the money is to be split between family members, please indicate how to allocate the funds.  If you want to establish a family account, we can apply the deposit to a family and all family members may use the funds.  If cash is enclosed you must write the amount of the cash on the front of the envelope and seal it.  
· All checks must be turned in to the cafeteria by 9:00 a.m. if the amount is to be available that day.  There is a slot to deposit envelopes on the kitchen door at the bottom of the east gymnasium stairway.  Deposits turned in after 9:00 a.m. will be available in a student or family account the next day.  

· Your cafeteria account is completely separate from your tuition account.  All checks for the cafeteria must be separate from any check for tuition.

· NO CASH WILL BE GIVEN BACK TO A STUDENT FROM A CHECK OR CASH DEPOSITED ON ONE’S CAFETERIA ACCOUNT. 
Paying the old fashioned way
· Students who choose to pay each day for their lunch may do so at the cash register as they have done previously.  Students will still need to enter their PIN number as they pay for their items. Student may receive cash back when they are just paying for their lunch that day and have a bill that is more than the total lunch price.
Using the account funds

· New students will be assigned a unique PIN number during the first week of school. Returning students will use the same PIN number from last year.  PIN numbers should be memorized and not shared with other students.  Cafeteria staff can look up the student by name if the student forgets his or her PIN number.  

· When students reach the cash register, they will enter their unique PIN number in the keypad, and the cafeteria staff will verify that the account balance covers the purchase.  Once that information is verified, the transaction will be complete.  Students may return to the line to purchase additional items in the same way.
· Students may inquire about their balance after making a purchase.

· Students may charge up to two lunches without an account balance, which will result in a negative balance on their account.  They will not be allowed to charge items again until the negative balance is cleared up and money is available on account.  If students are in this situation they may receive a peanut butter and jelly sandwich and a carton of milk.
· Students WILL NOT be allowed to use another student’s PIN number to make purchases.  There will be no exceptions in order to safeguard every student’s account.
· We will have the ability to email statements to parents that show the activity on the student account.  How and when we will do this is yet to be determined.  
If you have any questions, you may call us.  We hope you will appreciate this new system and that it makes paying for your student’s lunch easier than ever.

Sincerely,

Julie Brown



Cindy Hemmelgarn

Cafeteria Manager


Vice President for Finance & Operations
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