SCECINA MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2013


Junior Year Guide for Students and Parents


Students start to fine tune their future plans during their junior year.  Students should be discerning which colleges will be a “good fit” for them by actively seeking out information on schools and developing a list of schools for they plan to apply. They should also know their academic standing and how that relates to their admission chances.


GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT OBJECTIVES FOR JUNIOR PLANNING

· Encourage commitment to rigorous and appropriate curriculum
· Provide resources, information and recommendations on college choices
· Have students begin a list of “good fit” schools
· Explain importance an value of campus visits and provide information about scheduling and planning a meaningful visit.
· Have juniors and their families attend a junior college planning night in Spring 2012






Mrs. Michelle Woodward, Director of Guidance (317)356-6377 x1113
mwoodward@scecina.org

Mrs. Therese Joyce, College Counselor  (317) 356-6377 x1118
tjoyce@scecina.org






Time Table for Junior Year

September

Begin researching colleges and programs if you haven’t done so already.
Stop by the college visitation table in the cafeteria during lunch when college representatives visit.
Familiarize yourself with the career information resources found in this packet.
Maintain your grades!

October

Prepare for the PSAT- OCTOBER 12. 2011 
Research possible careers and take career assessments online (websites provided in this packet).
Maintain your grades!
If you are not happy with your grades so far, you may want to brush up on your study skills 

November

Continue to research college information.  
Continue to research career information.
Look at the testing dates for the SAT and/or ACT (found in this packet).  Please remember that colleges require scores from these tests for admission consideration (most colleges will accept either test). Register to take one or both of these tests in the spring! If you are not happy with your score, this will give you plenty of time to retake it during the summer or early in your senior year.  Please remember that colleges will take your highest score.
Maintain your grades!

December

Prepare for the SAT or ACT. Browse these websites and familiarize yourself with them: www.collegeboard.com and www.act.org. 
Study for your finals!  Semester grades are VERY important!
Look for leadership and service opportunities over Christmas Break.
Maintain your grades!


January

Start the semester out right - PREPARE! 
Review your PSAT results with Mrs. Woodward and Mrs. Joyce 
Schedule a meeting with Mrs. Joyce to start identifying schools to apply to in the fall
Start thinking about the courses you want to take your senior year.  
Maintain your grades!





February

Select appropriate college preparation courses for your senior year during registration.  Push yourself, but know your limits.
Make sure you retake any failed classes needed to graduate!
Consider NCAA requirements (found in the ‘guidance’ section of the SMHS website).
Begin to look for scholarship opportunities 
Continue to check the Guidance announcements for important college information

March:

If you haven’t yet registered online to take the SAT or ACT, do so now!
If you haven’t already done so, please take time to prepare for the SAT/ACT.
Maintain your grades!

April

Consider attending summer enrichment programs on college campuses. Check with the Guidance office for additional information on these programs.
MAINTAIN YOUR GRADES!

May

Schedule college visits over the summer.
Visit college websites!  Review admissions criteria and financial aid information.
Study for exams!  These are VERY important!
Please see Mrs. Woodward if you plan to apply to college over the summer.  There is a lot of information that you do not yet have.  You will receive this information in September of your senior year.  Unless there are special circumstances, it is best to wait to begin applying to colleges until after the September college planning night meeting.  

June

Take the SAT or ACT if you have not yet done so!  
Register with the NCAA Initial Clearinghouse if interested in a Division I or Division II athletic scholarship (information posted in the ‘guidance’ section of the Scecina website).





ACT:
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	    (Late Fee Required)

	September 10, 2011
	August 12, 2011
	August 13-26, 2011

	October 22, 2011
	September 16, 2011
	September 17 –30, 2011

	December 10, 2011
	November 4, 2011
	November 5 – 18, 2011

	February 11, 2012
	January 13, 2012
	January 14 – 20, 2012

	April 14, 2012
	March 9, 2012
	March 10-23, 2012

	June 9, 2012
	May 4, 2012
	May 5 – 18, 2011



*Find testing locations and register online at www.act.org

SAT:
	Test Date
	Registration Dead-line
	     (Late Fee Required)

	October 1, 2011
	September , 9 2011
	September 10-21, 2011

	November 5, 2011
	October 7, 2011
	October 8-21, 2011

	December 3, 2011
	November 8, 2011
	November  9-20, 2011

	January 28, 2012
	December 30, 2011
	December 31, 2011 - January 13, 2012

	March 10, 2012
	February 10, 2012
	February 11-24, 2012

	May 5, 2012
	April 6, 2012
	April 7-20, 2012

	June 2, 2012
	May 8, 2012
	May 9-22, 2012



*Find testing locations and register online at www.collegeboard.com



SMHS CEEB Code: 151745

Tips for taking the SAT/ACT:

ACT

Answer all questions on the ACT!  There is no penalty for guessing!
If you are a strong student in mathematics and science, you may score better on the ACT than you would on the SAT. Remember: Most colleges accept either exam for admission consideration.

SAT

If you can narrow your answer down to two choices, it is a good idea to guess.  If you cannot narrow your answer down to two choices - don’t guess!
If you get a question wrong, a percentage of a point is subtracted from your ‘total correct’ score.  This means you are penalized for wrong answers!
If you are a strong student in English and Language Arts, you may score better on the SAT than you would on the ACT. Remember: there is no science component on the SAT.  

Remember:  	ACT = Answer All
			SAT = Answer Some


**Please see Mrs. Joyce for additional information on test taking tips and strategies**




Getting the Most Out of Your Campus Visit

Before the Visit
· Plan in advance.  Contact the school at least one to two weeks in advance to make an appointment with an admissions counselor.
· Try to do some or all of the following: take a tour, attend a class, eat in the dining hall, and meet with a professor in your field of interest.
· Learn about the school before you go
· Prepare a list of questions
· Bring your parents!  They care about what you do and will have questions of their own that you will not think about

The Visit
· Be on time
· Try to talk with as many people as possible.
· Try to work free time into your schedule to check out the surroundings and campus atmosphere
· Eat where the students eat
· Visit a dorm room
· Sit in on a class- you will need to make prior arrangements.

Admissions Office Interview
· Relax and be yourself
· It’s your interview too, have questions of your own
· It’s ok to ask about your admissions chances
· Make sure to mention if there are important things about you and your background and achievements that the admissions office should know.
· Be prepared to discuss your field of interest, your future plans, and your reason for your interest in the school

Basis of College Admissions Decisions
· Academic Achievement 
· Rigor of High School Course work
· ACT/SAT scores
· Letters of Recommendation
· Extracurricular/community activities






WEBSITE RESOURCES

COLLEGE EXPLORATION


www.learnmoreindiana.org			Learn More Indiana-Indiana college 									information
www.collegeboard.org				College Board online
www.collegeview.com				College View online
www.petersons.com				Peterson’s online
www.collegenet.com				Comprehensive links
www.collegeplan.org				College search
www.collegelink.com				College search	
www.campustours.com			College campus tours
www.indianacollegechoices.org		Independent colleges of Indiana
www.google.com/options/universities.html	Alphabetical listing of U. S. colleges
www.triptocollege.com				College information for grades 1-12
www.mycollegeoptions.com			College search
www.collegedata.com 				College search
www.ucop.edu/pathways 			University of California pathways

CAREER EXPLORATION

www.learnmoreindiana.org			Learn More Indiana career profiles 								           (specifically searchfor Career Clickers)
www.stats.bls.gov				Occupational Outlook Handbook
www.quintcareers.com				Career and job hunting resource guide
www.luc.edu/career/majors.shtml		What Can I Do with this Major?
www.acinet.org/acinet/explore/View.aspx	Career Info Net
www.myplan.com				Career database
www.myfuture.com				My Future career information
www.careervoyages.gov			Career Voyages
www.mycoolcareer.com			Career assessments
www.uncwil.edu/stuaff/career/majors 	What Can I do with a Major In…?
www.careercruising.com			Interactive career site; must register
www.tryengineering.com 			Engineering as a career
www.careersandcolleges.com			Must register
www.mapping-your-future.org   		Career information and career game
www.collegefortexans.com			Career information







SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

www.finaid.org					Comprehensive information and financial 								aid estimator
www.fastweb.com				Financial aid & scholarship search
www.collegexpress.com			Private scholarship search
www.collegeaid.com				Financial aid and other resources
www.gocollege.com				College and scholarship search
www.uncf.org					United Negro College Fund
www.collegefund.org				American Indian College Fund
www.hsf.net					Hispanic Scholarship Fund
www.ftc.gov                                                   	Scholarship scams & how to avoid them (search   scholarship scams at the top)
www.myrichuncle.com				Scholarship search
www.brokescholar.com			Scholarship search
www.wiredscholar.com 			Scholarship search
www.srnexpress.com				Scholarship search	
www.collegedata.com				Scholarship search and financial aid 	
www.gmsp.org					Gates Millenium Scholars Fund

STUDY SKILLS INTERNET RESOURCES

· VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE - DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
· WWW.UCC.VT.EDU/STDYSK/STDYHLP.HTML
· THIS SITE IS GEARED TOWARD COLLEGE STUDENTS, BUT APPEARS VERY HELPFUL.  IT CONTAINS MANY INTERACTIVE COMPONENTS.


· UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS, ST. PAUL, MN
· WWW.ISS.STTHOMAS.EDU/STUDYGUIDES/
· THIS SITE CONTAINS HELPFUL INFORMATION AND INTERESTING GRAPHICS


· KIERSEY TEMPERAMENT SORTER
· WWW.ADVISORTEAM.COM/USER/KTSINTRO.ASP
· THIS SITE HELPS IDENTIFY PERSONALITY TRAITS


· INDEX OF LEARNING STYLES QUESTIONNAIRE
· WWW.ENGR.NCSU.EDU/LEARNINGSTYLES/ILSWEB.HTML
· THIS SITE HELPLS IDENTIFY LEARNING STYLES.

· STUDY SKILLS TOPIC
· WWW.HOW-TO-STUDY.COM/
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