
SCECINA MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2012

Senior Year Guide for Students and Parents
The senior year is where Scecina’s students get to deliver all that they have discovered over the past three years at Scecina.  It is important to have a good sense of what your options are and where you can best achieve your goals.  The time, effort and quality of your efforts this year will have a significant impact on your success. 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT OBJECTIVES FOR SENIOR PLANNING
· Ensure students will meet graduation requirements 
· Invite students and their parents to attend College Planning Night.  This informational session will advise students and their families on the college application process and give students the opportunity to meet with representatives from various colleges.
· Students meet individually with Mrs. Joyce, Scecina’s College Counselor, to discuss future plans.
· Assist students in completing and delivering their best college applications possible
· Guide and support students in final requirements and decisions
· Assist students and parents in finding and getting the best scholarships and financial aid packages possible.
Mrs. Michelle Woodward, Director of Guidance  (317) 356-6377 x 1113 mwoodward@scecina.org
Mrs. Therese Joyce, College Counselor  (317) 356-6377 x 1118

tjoyce@scecina.org
Time Table for Senior Year
September
· Make sure your high school schedule meets college requirements.
· Register for SAT (www.collegeboard.com)  and/or ACT (www.act.org) if needed.
· Request college application materiels from your counselor or from the college of your choice..  
· Check early admission deadlines for specific majors areas at colleges of interest.
· Complete college applications online if possible.  Many are free if you do it online! Stay tuned for more information on College Go Week, September 26-30th, when applications for some Indiana colleges may be free.
· Stop by the college visitation table in the cafeteria during lunch when college representatives visit (every month).  The visits will be posted in the daily announcements.
· Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net if you are considering playing college athletics. 
· Complete any Letter of Recommendation Request Forms
· Attend College Planning Night on September 7, 2011 at SMHS
· Schedule a meeting with Mrs. Joyce 
· Pay attention to Guidance updates in the announcements for information about college visits and scholarships.
· Maintain your grades!
October
· Take or re-take ACT/SAT
· Attend a college fair if possible.
· Use your college visits! Each senior is allowed 2 college visits during the school day for an excused absence.[image: image1.jpg]


  Get a form from the guidance office or on the guidance webpage.
· Continue to work on college applications.  The best time to submit applications is between September 15th and October 31st.
· November 1st is the application  deadline to be considered for automatic academic scholarships
· Update your Senior resume
· Be aware of college deadlines for automatic scholarships!
· Research scholarship opportunities
· Continue to meet with college representatives who visit SMHS.
November
· Take or re-take ACT/SAT
· Attend the Financial Aid Meeting at SMHS on November 15, 2011
· Maintain your grades!
· Apply for scholarships
December
· Make sure your spring high school schedule meets college requirements
· Request your PIN number from FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  You will need this to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  
· Be aware of scholarship deadlines
· Continue to read Guidance updates on the announcements
January
· Check deadlines for applications that have not yet been submitted.
· Complete the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
· Maintain your grades!
· Continue to research scholarship opportunities.
February
· Submit FAFSA before March 1.
· Maintain your grades!
March
· Check on deadlines for housing, financial aid, and scholarships
· Register for AP exams if taking one or more AP courses
· Maintain your grades!
April
· Notify colleges of your decision.  If you are accepted at more than one college decide which one you will attend and then notify the others of your decision.  Send notice of acceptance to college of your choice.
· Send a deposit to the college you choose
· Notify your guidance counselor of your choice
· MAINTAIN YOUR GRADES!  Study for final exams!  Colleges can withdraw their offer of admission if your grades change radically.
May
· Take AP exams
· College acceptance is provisional!  It is based on your completing high school at your present grade point average, so MAINTAIN YOUR GRADES!
· Request a mailing of your final transcript.
If you have not yet taken the SAT or ACT, or if you have taken it but wish to improve your score, you have the following opportunities to take it this year:
ACT:
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	    (Late Fee Required)

	September 10, 2011
	August 12, 2011
	August 13-26, 2011

	October 22, 2011
	September 16, 2011
	September 17 –30, 2011

	December 10, 2011
	November 4, 2011
	November 5 – 18, 2011

	February 11, 2012
	January 13, 2012
	January 14 – 20, 2012

	April 14, 2012
	March 9, 2012
	March 10-23, 2012

	June 9, 2012
	May 4, 2012
	May 5 – 18, 2011


*Find testing locations and register online at www.act.org
SAT:
	Test Date
	Registration Dead-line
	     (Late Fee Required)

	October 1, 2011
	September , 9 2011
	September 10-21, 2011

	November 5, 2011
	October 7, 2011
	October 8-21, 2011

	December 3, 2011
	November 8, 2011
	November  9-20, 2011

	January 28, 2012
	December 30, 2011
	December 31, 2011 - January 13, 2012

	March 10, 2012
	February 10, 2012
	February 11-24, 2012

	May 5, 2012
	April 6, 2012
	April 7-20, 2012

	June 2, 2012
	May 8, 2012
	May 9-22, 2012


*Find testing locations and register online at www.collegeboard.com
Applying for College
· Apply ONLINE when possible!  It is often free! 
· If you are not able to apply online, fill out a paper application (you can request a paper application be mailed to you from the college or see if the guidance department has a copy).
· Bring the counselor signature form to the guidance department.  The “Student” section must be completely filled out by the students.

· Bring in a stamped envelope addressed to the college.
· The Guidance department will complete the counselor section of the application and any other required materiel.
· Each student is responsible for requesting their own transcripts.  This can be done electronically for FREE.

1. Set up an account through www.docufide.com. (find the link on the guidance page)

2. Create an e-transcript account.  Please note you only need to provide information for the starred fields.  You do not have to provide additional personal information.
3. Provide identifying information so your school can locate the transcript

4. Select the colleges you are applying to

5. Confirm your selections

6. Check your email to receive confirmation that your transcripts have been delivered.

· Request Letter(s) of Recommendation if needed 
1. The student must fill out a Letter of Recommendation Request Form located in the Guidance office or on the Guidance webpage and submit it to the teacher(s) of choice.  The teacher will return it to you when completed.

2. Please allow at least 2 weeks when requesting a letter of recommendation from a counselor or teacher!

3. The letter of recommendation should be included in the application materials you submit to the guidance office.

Financial Aid & Scholarship Information
*More detailed information will be provided at College Financial Assistance Night 

 November 15, 2011 

BEWARE OF SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS!
DON’T PAY A COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL WHO CLAIMS THEY WILL APPLY ON YOUR BEHALF.  DON’T GIVE BANK, CREDIT, OR DEBIT CARD INFORMATION.  BE AWARE OF GIVING SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS - NOT RECOMMENDED!  IF IT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE - IT PROBABLY IS!  AVOID IT.
Scholarship Tips:
· Be completely honest about your grades, memberships, activities, etc.
· Carefully follow instructions
· Strictly observe deadlines
· Proofread you application!
· Follow up with a phone call and a ‘thank you’ note!
Financial Aid & Scholarship sites
www.finaid.org



Comprehensive information and financial aid estimator
www.fastweb.com


Financial aid & scholarship search
www.fafsa.ed.gov/


FAFSA information and on-line completion-FREE
profileonline.collegeboard.com.
Secondary financial aid form..CSS Profile
www.collegexpress.com

Private scholarship search
www.collegeaid.com


Financial aid and other resources
www.salliemae.com


Major financial aid search
www.collegenet.com/mach25/
Financial aid and other resources
http://www.act.org/fane/index.html
Financial aid estimator
www.gocollege.com


College and scholarship search
www.uncf.org



United Negro College Fund
www.collegefund.org


American Indian College Fund
www.hsf.net



Hispanic Scholarship Fund
www.ftc.gov                                         Scholarship scams & how to avoid them (search  scholarship scams at the top)
www.myrichuncle.com


Scholarship search
www.brokescholar.com

Scholarship search
www.wiredscholar.com 

Scholarship search
www.srnexpress.com


Scholarship search

How to Write a Scholarship Essay
Read the directions. Read and follow the directions. Sometimes the directions can clarify the intent of the question. If you don't follow the directions, you will give the scholarship committee a negative impression, telling them that you can't or won't follow instructions.
Write an interesting essay. The usual pseudo-philosophical rambling essays most students write are boring. Most students haven't lived long enough to develop a personal philosophy or life story that isn't trite, superficial, preachy or tiresome. A truly interesting essay will engage the reader and attract attention. So don't edit the life out of your essay, and stray a little from the safe topics.
Write about something you find interesting. Chances are, if you are passionate about a topic, you'll be able to write a more interesting essay about the topic.
If you find it difficult to write essays, try talking about the essay topic while recording the conversation. After you're done, transcribe the recording and edit it into essay form. This will give you a good start on your essay. The key to writing a good essay is to make it interesting, and the key to that is to write about something you are passionate about. Since the act of writing often interferes with the flow of ideas (most people can think and speak ten times faster than they can write or type), speaking into a tape recorder can help you capture your ideas and emotions better than staring at a blank piece of paper.
Try to find a unifying theme that binds together the threads of your background into a tapestry that shows not only where you have been and where you are now, but where you will go in the future. This will provide a sense of direction and cohesiveness.
Write an outline for your essays. Writing an outline can help provide focus and structure to the essay. Too many application essays are written in a stream of consciousness style, which jumps from point to point and rambles without connecting one thought to another. Using an outline will allow you to present your arguments and ideas in a manner that supports your conclusions, yielding a more powerful essay.
Give concrete examples. When answering application questions or writing application essays, support your statements with concrete examples. For example, if you say that one of your best qualities is leadership, give an example where you demonstrated leadership. Similarly, a question about community service should not be answered with a vague "I like helping others and feel that it is important", but should also include specific examples where you have helped others.
This can have a big impact on whether you win the award. If your application is filled with vague and abstract answers, the selection committee doesn't have any way of evaluating your qualifications. Selection committees never accept an applicant's self-evaluation at face value. If you give them concrete examples, they can form their own opinion and cite those experiences and accomplishments as evidence in support of their opinion.
The only situation in which self-evaluation is appropriate is when you are writing about how an experience affected you. In such a situation you are the only source of information about your personal reaction. But do not limit the essay to how you felt about the experience. Instead, also talk about how it affected your future actions. By linking your feelings to concrete examples and actions, you allow the committee to judge how the experience affected you through a tangible result.
Don't exaggerate. Stretching the truth can hurt your application. For example, if you list photography as a hobby on an application for a science scholarship, don't be surprised if you're asked to explain the chemical reactions that make photography possible during your interview. Selection committees are good at detecting when a student exaggerates, and the dishonesty will cause you to lose a scholarship you might otherwise have won.
Proofread your applications. Check your application forms and essays for correct spelling and grammar usage. If you use a word processing program like Microsoft Word, be wary of valid word spelling errors. A valid word spelling error substitutes one dictionary word for another, such as "principle" for "principal" or "their" for "there" or "they're".
Ask a teacher or parent to review your application. It sometimes helps to have a second pair of eyes read over your application. They can catch errors you missed and make helpful suggestions. But don't allow your parents to edit all the life out of your essay. Discuss the essay with them, but don't let them rewrite it.
Type your application. Neatness counts, so you should always type your application unless instructed otherwise. If you are not good at typing, practice on a photocopy first. Even expert typists sometimes have trouble planning for the available space, so it is worthwhile to practice.
***The Smart Guide to Financial Aid www.finaid.org
Financial Aid Tips for Parents

**Attend College Financial Assistance Planning Night November 15th **
Get an early idea of your EFC 

1. Estimate your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) during your child's junior year. By getting an idea of what you might pay, you can find colleges within your price range and identify what you might need in scholarships and loans to manage your tuition costs. The more financial aid information you can gather, the better.

Reduce your child's savings 

2. An entire 20 percent of your child's assets are considered available for college, as opposed to just 5.6 percent of yours. Encourage your child to save, but keep college funds in a custodial account.

Learn a little about marketing 

3. This is one of the most important aspects of competing for merit-based awards. Highlight your child's accomplishments and an award committee will be that much more likely to consider giving a scholarship to your son or daughter.

4. Make financial aid a part of your campus visits

Ask to speak with someone in the student financial aid office — it's the best way to get your family on the radar for campus-based awards. Afterwards, take some notes! These contacts could come in handy later.

Do a bit of detective work 

5. Determine if your child's application for aid affects the probability of admittance. If so, find out how.

Make a decision on early decision 

6. If your child is thinking of applying Early Decision or Early Action, determine how it will affect your chances for student aid. Early Decision acceptance may prevent you from comparing awards, because your child will have to commit to the school before you see the aid offers from other applications. (This is not a factor if your child is accepted under an Early Action or Single-Choice Early Action application, as these are non-binding offers.)

Determine the effect of outside awards 

7. If your child receives an outside scholarship, find out how it will affect your student financial aid award. Some schools will lessen grant aid, and others will pare down on loans. The school's policy will affect the amount you'll have to borrow.

Pay attention to deadlines 

8. The sooner your child files his or her college applications, the better your chances of receiving aid. To assist with financial aid for college forms, file your taxes as early in the year as possible. Keep in mind that if you are applying to schools that require the PROFILE financial aid application, it may have an earlier deadline than the FAFSA.

Complete the FAFSA 

9. Fill out this form, even if you think you won't qualify — very affluent families sometimes qualify for aid at certain high-tuition schools. This single application is your gateway to all federal loan, grant, and work-study awards that total in the billions of dollars.

Make your college aware of special circumstances 

10. If you have lost your job since completing the FAFSA or PROFILE, inform schools about your situation. Most have standard policies that allow for the use of projected income, which could increase financial assistance.
Source: Peterson’s College Search - http://www.petersons.com/college-search/financial-aid-tips-parents.aspx
STILL UNSURE OF WHAT COLLEGE IS FOR YOU?  Explore one or more websites
www.learnmoreindiana.org
www.collegeboard.org
www.collegepreview.org
www.petersons.com
www.indianacollegechoices.org
www.collegenet.com
www.triptocollege.com
www.educationplanner.com
www.commonapp.org
	
	
	
	
	

	College Comparison Worksheet

	General Information
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	Location
	
	
	
	

	Rank information
	
	
	
	

	Web address
	
	
	
	

	Size
	
	
	
	

	Colleges and schools
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Applying
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	Admissions address
	
	
	
	

	Admissions telephone
	
	
	
	

	Contact person
	
	
	
	

	Application fee
	
	
	
	

	Date application due
	
	
	
	

	Send transcripts to
	
	
	
	

	Date application mailed
	
	
	
	

	Accepted?
	
	
	
	

	Accept or decline by date
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Requirements
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	SAT minimum score
	
	
	
	

	ACT minimum score
	
	
	
	

	Other standardized tests
	
	
	
	

	Grades
	
	
	
	

	Advanced placement (AP) scores?
	
	
	
	

	International Baccalaureate (IB) credit?
	
	
	
	

	Essay requirements
	
	
	
	

	Personal document requirements
	
	
	
	

	Resume requirements
	
	
	
	

	Community/volunteer work
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Finances
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	Yearly tuition (non-resident)
	
	
	
	

	Books/supplies 
	
	
	
	

	Room and board
	
	
	
	

	Transportation
	
	
	
	

	Medical
	
	
	
	

	Personal
	
	
	
	

	Estimated total
	
	
	
	

	Financial aid info
	
	
	
	

	Scholarship info
	
	
	
	

	Student employment info
	
	
	
	

	Financial aid office location
	
	
	
	

	Financial aid office telephone
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Non-Academic Student Activities
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	Club sports I'm interested in
	
	
	
	

	Greek system?
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Campus Visits
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	When
	
	
	
	

	Contact person
	
	
	
	

	Contact's phone number/e-mail
	
	
	
	

	Accommodations
	
	
	
	

	Surrounding Area
	School 1
	School 2
	School 3
	School 4

	City, state
	
	
	
	

	Population
	
	
	
	


