
SUMMER 2020

ADAPTING TO A NEW SCHOOL REALITY



The Father Scecina Magazine  
is published by the  
Office of Advancement 
Scecina Memorial High School 
5000 Nowland Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46201  
www.scecina.org

Copyright 2020

President |  Joseph S. Therber
Interim Principal |  David Dellaca 
Vice President of Finance and Operations |  Cindy Hemmelgarn
Athletic Director |  Jason Kehrer ’88
Director of Marketing Communications |  Beth Murphy
Director of Development |  Jim McGuinness ’68
Director of Development Operations |  Rose Branson
Director of Enrollment Management |  Miriam Medina
Layout |  Mandy Crandell
Contributors | Rose Branson, Ben Dugan '11, KJ Fallon, Jim McGuinness '68, Beth Murphy, 
Gia Spaulding, Chad Tuley 
Photography | Tiffany Photography, Beth Murphy, Mandy Crandell, Rose Branson, 
Kim (Gross) Felton '83, Lexi Carr '20, Emily Vasquez '22, David Baker '20
Printed by Printing Partners | Dennis Shea ‘85

IN THIS ISSUE

Class of 2020

Teacher ofthe Year

Nowland News

Crusader Athletics

Alumni News

Development

In Memoriam

02
06

08
12
16
18
21

On the cover:  World Languages Department teachers (clockwise from top left) Amy Fix, Nancy Greathouse, Leila El-Murr, and Jacquelyn Mead. The teachers 
sent an inspirational message for Scecina students as they were eLearning at home. Scecina shared the photo on its social media platforms.

     6 TOUCHDOWNS IN A GAME (VS. BEECH GROVE)
   26 SPECIAL TEAMS TACKLES IN SINGLE SEASON (SOPHOMORE SEASON 2017)
   36 POINTS IN A GAME (VS. BEECH GROVE)
   52 SPECIAL TEAMS TACKLES
 170 POINTS IN A SINGLE SEASON
 381 CAREER TACKLES

SCHOOL RECORDS

TYISHAUN WOODS #30 
2020 INDIANA ALL-STAR  |  SOUTH TEAM
The Indiana North-South All-Star Game will not be played this July as usual.



Joseph S. Therber
President

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Dear Crusaders,

As you read this Father Scecina Magazine, I truly hope that you and yours 
are safe and well! 

However, that is probably not the case for all of us. I pray that we who 
need them most will receive God’s graces and blessings through these 
difficult times.

This magazine goes to print while Scecina is developing protocol and procedures to address 
COVID-19 during the 2020–21 school year and while our world is attempting to forge new 
pathways of peace and justice. 

It is fitting that I affirm two of Scecina’s greatest current strengths: (1) the valiant efforts of our 
students, staff, and families for courageously completing the school year during completely 
unprecedented circumstances and (2) the beauty of Scecina’s diverse student community, our 
genuine commitment to young people and families from all walks of life, and your help that 
allows us to live Scecina’s commitment to the dignity of all God’s children. 

This summer, we are making detailed plans to sustain critical areas of our school with a 
commitment to health, safety, and continuous improvement. Excelling during the next 12 
months will be our singular focus in the following areas:

1. Ensuring the health and safety of all students, staff, and visitors

2. Providing outstanding and seamless curriculum, instruction, and counseling supports for 
all students

3. Fostering and sustaining community

4. Living and making Catholic values known across all we do

5. Operating effectively and efficiently in our advancement, business, and facilities 
management departments.

Through your prayers and moral, volunteer, and financial support, you drive our work forward. 
As a shining example, during the last six years, we invested more than $1 million in our 
technology environment – infrastructure, staffing, professional development, and school-
owned computers for every student and teacher. Your financial investments allowed us to 
switch gears to continuous eLearning very quickly this past spring. Thank you!

Scecina will emerge on the other side of the pandemic even stronger and more vibrant. 
This community has faced challenges in the past, and we are meeting this one head on and 
together. 

Before closing, I must say thank you and congratulations to the Scecina Class of 2020. These 
young men and women always will wear the badge of honor of walking in Father Tom’s 
inspiring footsteps during unprecedented and challenging times. My hat is off to each one of 
them and their families. We thank you and will miss you. Please read more about the Class of 
2020 in these pages!

Sincerely,
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Ancilla College, Anderson University, 
Auburn University, Ball State 
University, Bay College, Bellarmine 
University, Butler University, Central 
State University, Clarkson University, 
Cleveland Institute of Art, College of 
Creative Studies, Columbus College 
of Art and Design, Cornell College, 
Debrecen University (Hungary), 
DePaul University, DePauw University,  
Drew University, Earlham College, El 
Camino Community College, Eureka 
College, Franklin College, Garden City 
Community College, Goshen College, 
Greenville University, Hanover College, 
Henry Ford College, Hollins University, 
Indiana State University, Indiana Tech, 
Indiana University, Indiana University 
East, Indiana Wesleyan, IUPUI, IUPUI-
Herron School, Ivy Tech, Kentucky 
State University, LaSalle University, 
Lawrence University, Manchester 
University, Marian University, Michigan 
State University, Milwaukee Institute 
of Art & Design, Ohio State University, 
Ohio University, Penn State University, 
Purdue University, Purdue University-
Ft. Wayne, Regis University, Rutgers 
University, Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick, Saint Mary's College, 
Southern Adventist University, Taylor 
University, Trine University, University 
of California - Santa Cruz, University 
of California-San Diego, University 
of Connecticut, University of Dayton, 
University of Illinois, University of 
Indianapolis, University of Kentucky, 
University of Saint Francis, University of 
Southern Indiana, University of Oregon, 
Valparaiso University, Vincennes 
University, Wabash College, Washington 
and Jefferson College, Wilmington 
College, Wittenberg University

Graduates of the Class 
of 2020 were accepted 
into these colleges and 
universities:

TYISHAUN WOODS #30 
2020 INDIANA ALL-STAR  |  SOUTH TEAM
The Indiana North-South All-Star Game will not be played this July as usual.
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Graphic designer Mandy Crandell 
created a unique design for the 
Class of 2020. The design includes 
a rainbow as a sign of hope while 
remaining true to Scecina’s red and 
gold brand with the traditional 
crest. Each member of the class 
received a yard sign.  n

SENIOR SIGNS 

Jullian Patino Narely Vasquez

Kate Denise

Seniors Abby Page and 
Eli Phillips were crowned 
the queen and king during 
halftime of the February Red 
and Gold basketball game. n

RED AND 
GOLD 
ROYALTY
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Class of 2020

Congratulations to Scecina 
Memorial High School’s Class of 
2020 valedictorian, Bailey Ruth 
Marie Sims, and salutatorian 
Madison (Madi) Christina 
Beriault.

Bailey is the 
daughter 
of Valerie 
Jackson-
Sims and 
Gus Sims. 
She is a 
parishioner 
at Our Lady 
of Lourdes 
Catholic 
Church and a 
graduate of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School.

Bailey is considering a business 
management major. She will be 
attending Butler University.

“During my four years at Scecina, 
I didn’t just receive an education 
but an experience of a lifetime,” 
she said. “Through Scecina, I made 
some of my closest friends, met 
incredible people, traveled to 
amazing places, and learned what 
it really meant to ‘give that little 
extra.’ ”

A four-year Student Council 
member, Bailey was the senior 
class president and was president 
of her sophomore class. She also 
was a four-year member of the Key 

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN  
Club, serving as the editor in her 
junior year and vice president this 
year.

She’s participated in Scecina 
theatre, acting in two fall plays and 
three spring musicals.

Bailey also took part in the Scecina 
theatre trip to New York and 
Broadway in 2018 and the social 
studies department’s trip abroad 
to Italy in 2019.

She’s a member of National Honor 
Society and Student Ambassadors, 
co-president of the Red and Gold 
Going Green environmental club, 
and vice president of the Gaming 
Club. Bailey has been a Girl Scout 
for 13 years and an Irish dancer 
for 14 years with Richens/Timm 
Academy of Irish Dance.

Bailey was a four-year member of 
both the Crusaders softball team 
and the Crusaders cheerleading 
squad for basketball and football. 
She was senior cheerleader captain 
for basketball and football.

Madi, daughter of Niki Adamson 
and Justin Beriault, is a 
parishioner at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church and graduate of Holy Spirit 
Catholic School.

Madi has committed to play 
Division I volleyball at LaSalle 
University in Philadelphia.

She has been involved in Student 
Ambassadors and National Honor 
Society and was a standout for the 
volleyball team.

Madi was 
one of three 
co-captains 
of the 
Crusaders' 
2019 
Sectional 
champion 
volleyball 
team. This 
year she led 
the Crusaders 
in assists with 741 and had a 91.4 
serve percentage. She received All-
Conference, All-City, All-State and 
Academic All-State honors. She 
broke the Crusaders’ all-time assist 
record and played in the IHSAA 
Indiana All-Star game.

“Scecina has truly prepared me for 
a college education. But my high 
school experience has taught me 
lessons far beyond the classroom,” 
said Madi.

“Scecina has taught me the values 
of faith, leadership, having a strong 
support system, and being a part 
of the community,” Madi said. 
“These are the lessons I take with 
me for the rest of my life.” n

Bailey Sims

Madi  Beriault
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Class of 2020

Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Scecina had to postpone 
the scheduled May 22 
Commencement. We are 
happy to announce that 
Scecina is planning an in-
person Commencement 
ceremony for the Class 
of 2020 on July 16 at 
Scecina. More details will 
be posted in the coming 
weeks. Seating will be 
assigned and attendance 
will be limited . n

COMMENCEMENT

JOHN J. HENNINGER CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE
The recipient will be announced at 
Commencement.

OUTSTANDING SENIOR GIRL
Alexis Carr

OUTSTANDING SENIOR BOY
Elijah Phillips

ATHLETIC SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT
Bailey Sims and Liam Wright

MENTAL ATTITUDE (ATHLETICS)
Alexis Carr and Elijah Phillips
  
CAROLE J. HAMILTON (ATHLETICS)
Daisy Garcia

MICHAEL C. MCGARVEY (ATHLETICS)
TyiShaun Woods

SISTER LAVONNE LONG OUTSTANDING 
SENIOR FEMALE ATHLETE
Abigail Page

KENNETH LEFFLER OUTSTANDING 
SENIOR MALE ATHLETE 
Liam Wright

INDIANA CROSSROADS CONFERENCE 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
Eliza Leffler, Madison Beriault, 
William Curiel, and David Baker

MAJOR AWARDS

The Class of 2020 could not celebrate an in-person 
Baccalaureate Mass at one of Scecina’s East Deanery 
parishes. However, the Most. Rev. Charles C. Thompson, 
Archbishop of Indianapolis, dedicated a Mass recorded 
at Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral for all graduates in the 
archdiocese. Before the Mass, Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools Gina Fleming offered a message to graduates. n

BACCALAUREATE MASS

Eliza Leffler, Mackenzie Woods, Madi Beriault, Kaitlin Denise, 
Lexi Carr, and Margarita Gonzalez pose in their cap and 
gowns.

Scan to 
watch video
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NOWLAND news

The President’s Academic 
Excellence Award (PAEA) 
was established in 2001 to 
recognize the top 10 students 
in each class and the students 
with a GPA of 4.0 or above.

The senior class recipients 
(pictured at left) are 
recognized in a special 
way. They are given the 
opportunity to choose a 
mentor who has had an 
important and positive 
impact in their life. Both 
the senior and the mentor 
submit written reflections 
depicting the importance 
that each has played for the 
other. 

Congratulations to all of 
the student recipients, their 
families and the mentors!

Visit www.scecina.org/paea  
to watch the virtual 
program, view pictures of 
the underclass recipients, 
and read the senior/mentor 
reflections, which can be 
viewed by clicking on the 
senior’s picture. You also can 
use your 
cellphone 
camera to 
capture the 
QR code 
(right) to 
see the 
PAEA page. n

PRESIDENT’S 
ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE 
AWARD

Madison Beriault Alexis Carr

Walter Egan Margarita Gonzalez

Bailey Sims

Aleksandr Orange-Miller Sophia Petrone

Tien Vo

Mackenzie Woods Liam Wright

Through Microsoft Teams and 
live-streams, Scecina students 
were able to interact with 
guest speakers they normally 
would have not had the 
chance to meet.

Scecina social studies teacher 
Rebeccah Lowe’s Current 
Problems, Issues, and Events 
class had the opportunity to 
ask questions of a graphics 
editor for The New York 
Times, Scott Reinhard, an 
Indiana native, just as he was 
immersed in creating maps 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Leslie (Zimmerman) Young 
’99 connected her Scecina 
theatre students with 
Broadway actress Krystal 
Joy Brown, who is playing 
Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton 
in “Hamilton”,  and Broadway 
costume 
designer 
Emilio 
Sosa, 
who had 
appeared 
on “Project 
Runway”. n

VIRTUAL GUEST 
SPEAKERS
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NOWLAND news

Amy Fix started a career in 
advertising after graduating from 
Butler University with degrees 
in Spanish and public relations. 
She worked for the Indianapolis 
Business Journal and a Colorado 
ad agency, where she wrote, 
directed, and produced TV and 
radio ads.

Still, she felt a void in her life. 

“When I really started examining 
my life and what I wanted to do, I 
realized that I wanted to serve and 
I wanted to work with kids,” she 
said.

While living in Colorado Springs 
with her husband, Matt, who was 
a U.S. Army officer, she earned 
her teaching certificate from the 
University of Colorado.

That was nearly 20 years ago. In 
January, she received the 2020 
St. Theodora Guerin Excellence 
in Education Award from the 
Office of Catholic Schools of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

It’s the highest honor for Catholic 
educators in the archdiocese, 
which presents the award each 
year to one teacher among 2,000 
employees in 68 Catholic schools 

in Central and Southern Indiana. 
Mrs. Fix was chosen from among 
five finalists.

“I’m just so overwhelmed,” she 
said after receiving the award. “It’s 
certainly an honor. When I think 
about how many teachers there 
are in the archdiocese … wow … 
honored.”

Mrs. Fix is the chair of World 
Languages Department and 
teaches English as a New 
Language at Scecina, where she 
also has taught Spanish. 

Mrs. Fix "is an exemplary teacher 
and person,” Scecina President Joe 
Therber said.

In her ENL class, Mrs. Fix teaches 
35 students who speak four native 
languages: Spanish, Vietnamese, 

TEACHER OF    
THE YEAR

Amy Fix receiving the St. Theodora Guerin Award

Scecina teacher Amy Fix wins Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis’ highest honor for an educator

By Beth Murphy, Director of Marketing Communications
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NOWLAND news

Mandarin, and Brazilian 
Portuguese.

“Amy seeks and delivers the best 
possible learning experience for 
students every day,” President 
Therber said. “She truly values 
their human potential, their 
cultural heritage, and their 
inherent dignity as children of 
God.”

"It's amazing to have 
administrative support that 
empowers me to do what I know 
is right and good for kids," Mrs. 
Fix said. "I'm thankful for amazing 
colleagues who are willing to do 
what I suggest, and just being 
surrounded by good people. I'm 
just thankful for all these people."

Her teaching career hit a bump in 
2014 when she suffered a stroke 
that was related to a small hole in 
her heart. That experience caused 

her to listen to a call from God to 
teach at a Catholic school, but first 
she took a year off. During that 
break, her father fell ill. She was 
able to spend precious time with 
him before he died, “one of the 
best gifts ever.”

The next step in her journey 
was Scecina, where in 2015 she 
started teaching Spanish. In 2018, 
she switched to ENL and was 
named an ENL Hernandez Fellow 
at the University of Notre Dame 
in 2019. Hernandez Fellows are 
Catholic school teachers and 
principals who seek to deepen 
their expertise in educating 
linguistically diverse students. 
They take six graduate-level 
courses online. 

Gina Fleming, Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools, presented Mrs. 
Fix with the teacher of the year 
award before the entire school 
at a ceremony on Jan. 30, during 
Catholic Schools Week.

"We're here to celebrate and honor 
an incredible Catholic school 
educator here at Scecina Memorial 
High School. This particular award 
is given to exemplary educators 
because of the work they do with 
and for students each and every 
day," Mrs. Fleming said.

Mrs. Fix and her husband have two 
children, Nathan and Abby. They 
are members of St. Pius X Catholic 
Church. n

Amy Fix in the classroom

From left, Sammy Villanueva Pupo, Angel Anaya, Stephanie Meza, Katherine Guerra-Cordova, Edson Cuellar Mora and 
Thiago Rodrigues. Hugging Amy is Ani Ximeyo Coyotl. 
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Scecina students were able to view close up the St. 
John’s Bible that was displayed this year at Marian 
University. Kurt Nelson, director of Academy for 
Teaching and Learning Leadership and director of 
Catholic School Programs at Marian, spent the day at 
Scecina explaining the handmade Bible to Catholic 
Theology students. Created by Donald Jackson, the 
official scribe and calligrapher to Queen Elizabeth II, 
it is the first completely handwritten and illuminated 
Bible created in more than 500 years. The Bible was 
commissioned by St. John’s University in Collegeville, 
Minn. The stated mission of The Saint John’s Bible is to 
ignite the spiritual imagination of people around the 
world of all faith journeys. n

A SPECIAL BIBLE  

The Holy Spirit preschool kids 
were blissfully unaware that 
the teenagers reading to them 
in English are still learning the 
language. Many were born 
outside the United States. 

PRESCHOOL 
READING PROJECT

The readers are students in Amy 
Fix’s English as New Language 
(ENL) class at Scecina. The 35 ENL 
students speak four different 
native languages: Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Mandarin, and 
Brazilian Portuguese. 

Mrs. Fix’s plan was for the students 
to improve their English by 
creating the reading and literacy 
program then reading aloud to 
children. She first conceived of 
the idea in the summer of 2019. 
By the early months of 2020, she 
saw the effect: Students’ reading 
comprehension scores were way 
up.

The students’ journey began with 
preparation, which also helped 
strengthen their English skills. The 
Scecina students:

•  did research about what 
type of books to read to 
preschoolers

•  wrote a proposal for -- and 
were awarded -- a grant of $250 
for each of  three ENL classes 

from generationOn, a youth 
division of Points of Light

•  Made oral persuasive 
presentations to the principals 
of the elementary schools.

Then in early 2020, they visited 
Catholic preschools at Holy Spirit, 
St. Philip Neri, and Little Flower 
and the Ransburg YMCA to read 
to kids. 

“Since I read to the little kids, it 
helped me improve my listening 
skills as well as speaking skills 
and it also taught me on how to 
teach my little brother on how to 
read and pay attention whenever 
someone is reading to him or 
talking to him,“ said sophomore 
Carlos Bautista Mejia.

“I did see an improvement,” said 
Mrs. Fix, “and what I saw even 
more was an improvement in 
their confidence. They were just 
so much more secure in who they 
were and in using their 
language.” n

Stephanie Meza reads to a preschooler at Holy Spirit Catholic 
School.
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NOWLAND news

President Joe Therber (left) and 
Interim Principal David Dellacca 
recognized four juniors as Indiana 
Rising Stars: Anthony Hentz, 
Liam Rolfson, Anthony Higgins, 
and Olivia Smith. The Indiana 
Association of School Principals, 
as a part of the Indiana Academic 
All-Stars program, provides all 
high schools accredited by the 
Indiana Department of Education 
the opportunity to recognize 
junior students as Rising Stars of 
Indiana.n

RISING STARS
Junior Sean Barras is one 
of the top high school 
clarinetists in the state. He 
received the top rating of 
Gold during the Indiana State 
School Music Association Solo 
and Ensemble Competition 
on Feb. 29. n

GOLD STANDARD

Scecina welcomed sixth through 
eighth graders from Catholic 
partner schools for the annual 
East Deanery Band Festival. 
Scecina band students worked 
with music director and teacher 
Chris Ritchie to create a fun day 
of learning music together and 
preparing to play together in 

EAST DEANERY BAND FESTIVAL 

Scecina students (front, left to right) Jerson Evariz, Cassandra 
Rodriguez, Jacqueline Sanchez, Josue Salgado (middle, l to r)
Andrew Milby, Matthew Keen helped with the festival.

concert for parents and others 
in the evening. The participating 
partner schools were: Little 
Flower, Our Lady of Lourdes, and 
Holy Spirit. n Science teacher Sarah 

Smith and Catholic 
Theology teacher 
Margaret Zeh Fulford 
were recognized at 
a school Mass for 
their participation 
in the Science and 
Religion Seminars of 
the McGrath Institute 
for Church Life at 
the University of 
Notre Dame. They 
received certificates 
for completing the 
seminars, where they 
learned teaching 
methods that enhance 
the dialogue between 
science and religion 
in Catholic education, 
challenging the notion 
that the two disciplines 
are in conflict. Their 
participation is an 
example of Scecina’s 
commitment to 
excellence and to 
continuing professional 
development for 
teachers. n

SCIENCE + 
RELIGION

Sarah Smith (left) and Margaret Zeh Fulford



Scecina’s 
cafeteria 
staff started 
providing take-
home meals 
April 30 and 
planned to 
continue each 
week through 
June. As of June 
11, the school 
had provided more than 5,000 meals.

“While we are only providing five lunches and 
five breakfasts per week for school-age children, 
we know it’s a tremendous help for some of 
our families,” said Vice President of Finance and 
Operations Cindy Hemmelgarn. n
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NOWLAND news

Scecina's annual Campus Crusade was retooled 
into a “virtual” walkathon in which anyone in the 
Scecina Community could take part. Participants 
walked or ran for the Class of 2020 and could print 
and wear a “race bib” to show their support for the 
graduating seniors.

More than 150 people registered to walk.  

There was no cost to walk or run in their own 
neighborhoods, and donations were optional. 
Thank you to all who donated in honor of the Class 
of 2020. 

“VIRTUAL” CAMPUS CRUSADE
As COVID-19 
started to spread, 
resourceful 
Americans began 
making masks. 
Among them were 
Scecina graphic 
designer Mandy 
Crandell and 
Crusaders assistant 
wrestling coach 
Jim Donlan.

“There’s nothing 
better that you can 
give to somebody 
right now than a 
mask. People are 
scared of this virus, 
and they’re looking 
for a way to protect themselves and others. It’s 
a selfless act to be wearing one right now,” said 
Donlan. n

CRUSADERS CREATE COVID 
PROTECTION

Mandy Crandell (right) and daughter Anna

Jim Donlan

Quinn SchreiberNancy Greathouse and sons

Scecina teachers and staff sent 
a message to students studying 
from home in a special music 
video based on “When Will My 
Life Begin?” a song from the 
Disney movie “Tangled.”  n

TEACHER MUSIC VIDEO

Scan to 
watch video

SERVING FAMILIES
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Lorenzo Bender was spending his 
second school year at Scecina as an 
international student from Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. He returned to Brazil on March 
17, 2020.

Having to come back to my 
country and home in a hurry 
because of such circumstances 
was definitely something I did not 
plan on doing. Not being able to 
say bye to all of my friends, having 
to organize my documentation 
and my suitcase, and the feeling 
of uncertainty of how things were 
going to be from now on brought 
me feelings that bothered me 
a lot. However, there are always 
good things we can take out of any 
situation. 

Being far away from my friends 
that brought me so much joy every 
day was going to be hard, but 
since I was going to have to face 
this situation in whatever country 

AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT'S REFLECTION
I am due to social distancing, I 
might at least have my family 
close to me. Looking at this point, 
it is great to keep up with my 
American education by attending 
online classes and completing the 
assignments appointed by my 
Scecina teachers. Along with that, 
I have my family right next to me 
after so much time not being able 
to see them face to face. 

I am currently giving my best 
(and that little extra) by putting in 
effort and discipline on my online 
classes. We are living a previously-

to produce and distribute that 
content. We tossed around several 
ideas and ended up settling on 
asking students and staff members 
to create vlogs (video blogs) 
from home to help keep us all 
connected. 

The students also liked the idea of 
issuing challenges, so we created 
weekly themes for the vlog 
content and Scecina Strong fitness 
challenges. 

Keeping the show going 
from home is one of the most 
meaningful things I’ve done in 
my 19 years of teaching. I know 

Lorenzo Bender (fourth from left) with his brother, father, and 
mother at home in Porto Alegre, Brazil.

THE SHOW GOES ON 
In a normal week in a normal school 
year, Scecina’s TV production classes 
produce the Red and Gold Show, a daily 
news and announcements show.

The final months of the 2019-20 school 
year were anything but normal. As 
students and teachers stayed home, 
how could the show continue?

By Chad Tuley, Media Teacher

My first eLearning assignment for 
my second-period TV Production 
class was to brainstorm ideas for 
content for the shows and for 
how we could create a system 

unseen moment in history, in 
which students, teachers, and 
other staff members are having 
to adapt to a different way of 
learning, teaching, and working. 
By not having a teacher right next 
to me, it is tempting to not focus 
on my work. However, I must pay 
as much attention to class now as I 
used to three months ago, in order 
to keep up with my grades.

I believe everyone is being 
tremendously affected by this 
pandemic, but I don’t like to 
think of myself as someone that 
had to move countries due to 
COVID-19. I rather imagine I am 
still in Indianapolis with my friends 
just a few blocks away from me, 
and I only can’t see them because 
I am following very strict social 
distance. With time, I will be able to 
just cross the street and hug them 
again. n

from comments from students 
and staff that people in our 
Scecina Community can still feel 
connected through our shows, and 
that’s what it’s all about. Anything 
we can do to maintain some kind 
of normalcy is a huge help right 
now, and I’m happy to be able to 
do my part. n

Symone Daniels announces the news from her home.
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ATHLETICS

Lorenzo Bender '21 wrestling

Michael Black '20 basketball

Alexis Carr '20 tennis

Amori Curiel '21 swimming/track

William Curiel '20 track

Thomas DeFreese '21 wrestling

Stuart Donlan '21 wrestling

Tamyra Hunt '21 cheer

Daniel Linn '21 baseball

Olivia Smith '21 basketball/tennis

Josh Thomas '21 track/wrestling

Julia White '21 cheer

Max White '20 basketball/golf

Madeleine Witsman '21 track

Liam Wright '20 baseball/basketball

Chris Bullock '22  wrestling

INDIVIDUAL HONORS
ACADEMIC ALL-CONFERENCE

ALL-CONFERENCE

Dear Crusader 
Student-Athletes,

To have sports seasons cut short 
is incredibly heartbreaking, 
particularly for you, the student-
athletes who have gone through 
strenuous preparations to reach 
this level of competition. The 
impact is even more significantly 
felt by seniors who have had your 
seasons and, in some cases, your 
athletic careers end abruptly. 
You have helped created 
an incredible culture in our 
classrooms and athletic fields. 

I look forward to the days when 
our student-athletes are back on 
the field, the court, and the track, 
proudly wearing their Scecina 
uniforms.

GO CRUSADERS! n

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR 
ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR

Emily McDonald '21 softball

Allie Minton '21 basketball

Alissa Monday '21 basketball

Grace Ochoa '20 tennis

Abby Page '20 swimming/track

Sophia Petrone '20 softball

Eli Phillip '20s baseball

Liam Rolfson '21 track

Ingrid Ruiz '20 track

Bailey Sims '20 cheer/softball

Jacob Sitzman '21 track

The IndyStar honored Gray in 
April 2018 as its statewide coach 
of the year at the IndyStar Sports 
Awards. Gray gave an emotional 
yet self-deprecating and funny 
speech in a voice altered by the 
effects of his stroke. 

Gray took over coaching the 
Crusaders in 2008 from Tom 
Moorman.

“The thing I liked about Cory 
was he loved to learn about the 
game of softball,” Moorman said. 
“And the girls he coached would 
run through a wall for him.”

Gray gave everything he had to 
the sport of softball. n

Scecina Crusaders remembered 
former softball coach Cory Gray 
as a funny, generous, patient 
man who, as the father of two 
daughters, had a special talent 
for coaching teenage girls.

Gray, who coached the Scecina 
Crusaders softball team to two 
state championships, died April 
30 at the age of 50.

Gray coached the 2013 state 
championship team, suffered a 
stroke in 2016, and rallied back 
in 2017 to coach and inspire 
the Crusaders to another state 
championship. 

“Cory’s determination to be on 
the field after his stroke worried 
some of the players, but he 
showed them that he was there 
for them and he wanted to 
be on the field, and I think he 
needed to be on the field,” said 
current coach Holli Streeval 
'97.  “He needed it to help him to 
continue the healing process.”

CORY GRAY'S LEGACY

Cory Gray (left) at 2017 state championship game

Jason Kehrer '88

NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD  Liam Wright ‘20
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Patty is a faithful volunteer and 
past Scecina parent. She has 
been a strong supporter, doing 
anything that was needed. That 
includes working the concession 
stand, subbing in the classroom, 
answering phones, seeking 
donations for Club 53, and 
selling tickets.

Larry Neidlinger was a longtime teacher, 
coach, administrator, and friend of 
Scecina. The "We Care" Award honors 
supporters of the Scecina athletic 
program who, like Larry, cares so deeply 
for Crusader athletes that he or she goes 
above and beyond "to give that little 
extra" after the model of Father Thomas 
Scecina. n

John and Patty Hegarty 
received the Larry Neidlinger 
"We Care” Award in February 
to honor their longtime 
commitment to Crusader 
athletics. Judy Neidlinger, 
Larry’s widow, presented the 
award.

John came to Scecina as an 
English teacher and has taken 
on many roles over more 
than 25 years: soccer coach, 
assistant athletic director, 
athletic director, principal, vice 
president, and international 
student recruiter. 

He’s stepped in to help wherever 
he was needed, including 
this year for Scecina’s campus 
ministry program as the 
organizer of student retreats 
and service projects. In 2001, 
he coached the Crusader boys 
soccer team to its first Sectional 
championship.

NEIDLINGER AWARD

Left to right, David Dellacca, John Hegarty, Joseph Hegarty, 
Joe Therber, Patty Hegarty, and Lorenzo Bender

Twelve members of Scecina’s 
Class of 2020 have signed to 
play collegiate sports.

The students who signed are 
David Baker, Owen Begley, 
Madison Beriault, Alexis 
Carr, Eduardo Horibo Curvo, 
Thiery McCormick-Messer, 
Luke Leffler, Monika Nance, 
Abby Page, Eli Phillips, 
TyiShaun Woods and Liam 
Wright.

David Baker and Madison 
Beriault (above) signed to 
play sports at the Division I 
level. Baker will play football 
at Indiana University in 
Bloomington and Beriault 
will play volleyball at LaSalle 
University in Philadelphia. 
Baker, a wide receiver for 
the Crusaders, set Scecina 
records in career receptions, 
receiving yards, and receiving 
touchdowns. Beriault, a setter, 
broke the Crusaders’ all-time 
assist record and played in the 
IHSAA Indiana All Star game. n

COLLEGE SIGNINGS

Scecina Super Booster 
Awards recognize and 
thank those who have 
worked to support 
and build the athletic 
program. 

This year’s recipients are 
David Dellacca, Mark 
Paras, Jesse Purvis, Beth 
Murphy, Sister Sheila 
Hackett and Casady 
Williamson '91. n

SUPER BOOSTERS

From left Sr. Sheila Hackett, Beth Murphy, Mark Paras, David Dellacca, Jesse 
Purvis and Casady Williamson '91
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First-year head coach Mitchell 
Donlan ’16 took over a squad with 
returning Semi-State qualifiers 
Thomas DeFreese ’21, Stuart 
Donlan ’21, and Chris Bullock ’22. 
After a successful 2018-19 campaign, 
the Crusader wrestling program 
looked to follow the leadership of 
seniors Dontaye Hamilton and 
Isaiah Wilson. 

At the City tournament the Crusaders 
placed third behind City Champion 
Cathedral and runner-up Cardinal 
Ritter. Bullock (113 pounds), Donlan 
(126), and Jackson Pruitt ‘22 
(195) were all runners-up in their 
respective weight classes, while 
five others made the podium. At 
the Indiana Crossroads Conference 
Tournament, Bullock was crowned 
the 113-pound weight class 
champion to lead the Crusaders to 
a second-place finish. Eight other 
Crusaders earned podium finishes. 

The Crusaders traveled to the 
Shelbyville Sectional to begin their 
postseason tournaments. Bullock 
won the 113-lb. bracket to advance 
as a top seed to Regionals. Donlan, 
DeFreese, and Pruitt, along with 
fellow junior Jameson Welborn, 
also advanced. At the Perry Meridian 

WRESTLING
Senior leaders were Jaidon 
Barnes, Marquis Edwards, Thiery 
McCormick-Messer, Liam Wright, 
and Max White. 

With the commitment to be better 
on defense, the Crusaders began 
the season winning four of their 
first five games and being crowned 
champions of the Lincoln-Cambridge 
City Invite. 

The Crusaders’ defense gave up 18 
fewer points per game, which helped 
them earn seven wins, three more 
than the previous year. They also 
saw an increase in playing in games 
decided in the final minutes.

Due to issues with Heritage 
Christian’s basketball court, the 
IHSAA moved the Sectional to 
Scecina. This was the first time 
Scecina hosted a boys basketball 
Sectional. Through a joint effort 
between the athletic office and the 
boys basketball coaches, the IHSAA 
Sectional 42 was a success. n

BOYS BASKETBALL

2018-19, the varsity team went into 
the season knowing they would have 
to fight and scrap every possession in 
every game to earn the results they 
deserved. They finished the season 
with three wins and made Scecina 
proud by never giving up. n

Regional, Bullock won his first match 
with a pin in 15 seconds to advance 
to Semi-State for the second year in 
a row. 

The Crusaders finished their season 
with a 13-11 record with Bullock 
leading the way with a 30-5 overall 
record. n

WINTER SEASON RECAPS

First-year Spanish teacher Jacquelyn 
Mead took over as the coach of the 
Scecina swimming program. Seniors 
Abby Page and Sia Chen led the 
way for the girls while the boys 
followed the lead of senior Coleman 
Page. In Sectionals, Chen earned 
an invite to the Saturday Finals in 
the 100-yard butterfly with a time 
of 1:10.79 and as an alternate in the 
100-yard backstroke. 

The swimming program is looking 
forward to a strong 2020-21season. n

SWIMMING

The Crusaders girls basketball 
program added a freshman team for 
the first time in many seasons. The 
freshman brought new excitement 
to the program and were runners-up 
in the Freshman City Tournament. 
After graduating many starters from 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Scecina gymnastics team 
brought back Alexis Dohleman 
’22 and Mya White ’22. They also 
welcomed fellow sophomore 
Reagan Blocher to the squad. A 
foot injury hampered White’s season. 
Dohleman led the team and set 
personal records in various events 
throughout the season. Blocher 
vastly improved from the beginning 
of the season through the Columbus 
East Sectional. With another year 
of improving and bringing on new 
teammates, the girls look to return as 
a strong squad for next season. n

GYMNASTICS
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Head Coach Angie Therber

The season was full of potential with 
the return of several strong players 
for the girls tennis team. Leading the 
charge was senior Lexi Carr, a third-
year veteran. 

The team efforts would have been 
bolstered by senior players Grace 
Ochoa, Symone Daniels and 
Dezirae Harris.

Seniors Alex Andrews and Michael 
Black were the team managers. n

GIRLS TENNIS

underclassmen into the 2020 season. 
Senior Stephanie Garcia was the 
student manager.

Haskins and Page are indoor record-
holders, and both Page and Garcia 
finished their junior year breaking 
into the school’s top 10 list in two 
events each. 

The team had more depth on the 
roster than last season, which could 
have led to a climb in the Indiana 
Crossroads Conference and Sectional 
standings.

Senior David Baker (high jump) was 
the team’s lone returning Regional 
qualifier. With a healthy TyiShaun 
Woods, along with fellow seniors 
Marquis Edwards, William Curiel 
and Julian Gonzalez, the boys were 
aiming to improve on their finishes 
at the Indiana Crossroads Conference 
and Sectional championships. n

TRACK AND FIELD
Head Coach Ott Hurrle

Senior Max White, a four-year 
varsity golfer, would have been the 
Crusaders’ No. 1 golfer this season.  
Max qualified for the Regional 
round of the state golf tournament 
as a sophomore and junior. He was 
expected to do the same this season 
and hopefully put himself in position 
to play in the state tournament. n

GOLF

Head Coach Christian Gleeson

Under the new head coach, seniors 
Daisy Garcia, Syadarah Haskins, 
and Abby Page were expected to 
lead a balanced team with a strong 
junior class and host of new talented 

BASEBALL

Head Coach Holli Streeval

Seniors Monika Nance, Sophia 
Petrone, Bailey Sims, Rachel 
Martinez, Kate Denise and Eliza 
Leffler stepped up in every way 
a coach could want and were the 
leaders for every player. Senior 
Sarina Long, who had suffered 
injuries in the past, was the team 
manager this year.

After tryouts and with the teams 
separated into the JV and varsity 
squads, every senior took it upon 
herself to work with someone from 
the JV team.  

“Our seniors knew that those girls 
would be the future of the program 
that they had loved for four years,” 
Streeval said. “They knew they 
needed to help those girls develop 
just like they were helped to develop 
their freshman year." n

SOFTBALL

SPRING SEASON: A TRIBUTE 
TO SENIOR ATHLETES

Just as Crusaders spring athletes' 
seasons were about to start, high 
schools and their athletic teams were 
sidelined by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Crusaders head coaches took a look 
at what could have been.

Head Coach Dave Gandolph

The 2020 Scecina baseball team had 
high expectations. The Crusaders 
were ranked No. 3 in the state 
preseason poll with good reason. 

“After two consecutive Sectional 
championships, they knew how 
to win,” said Gandolph. “With 10 
returning letterman, including five 
pitchers, a long run in the state 
tournament was an attainable goal.”

The seven seniors are Owen Begley, 
Patrick Denney, Luke Leffler, 
Jullian Patino, Eli Phillips, Seth 
Stillions and Liam Wright. n



By Beth Murphy, Director of 
Marketing Communications

On workdays when the state 
legislature is in session, Scecina 
graduate Angela Espada heads 
to the Indiana Statehouse. Her first 
daily task is to look over the bills 
filed since the day before. If any are 
of interest to the Indiana Catholic 
Conference (ICC), she’ll talk with 
the bill sponsors or committee 
chairs and members.

As the executive director of the 
ICC, she is the official public policy 
voice of the Catholic Church in 
Indiana. She’s the lead lobbyist 
at the Indiana Legislature for 
policies that Catholics care about, 
including defense of religious 
freedom and school vouchers. The 
ICC executive director articulates 
the Church’s position on key issues 
and speaks for the bishops of all 
five dioceses in Indiana.

ANGELA (GRIGSBY) ESPADA ‘79
Executive director, Indiana Catholic Conference

In her first year on the job, 
as COVID-19 was spreading, 
Espada, along with other allies,  
successfully lobbied against a 
bill that favored the landlords 
to the detriment of the tenants 
and would have taken away the 
governor’s authority. 

“If the bill had passed, the 
governor could not have issued 
a moratorium on evictions when 
many lost their income because 
of the pandemic,” said Ms. Espada, 
a lawyer and former deputy 
prosecutor for Marion County. 

“Protecting the common good, the 
dignity of life, and the dignity of 
the person will always be our core 
principles,” she said.

Her appointment was especially 
newsworthy as she became the 
first woman to lead the ICC since 
its inception in 1966, and the first 
woman of color to hold a Catholic 
conference directorship in the 
nation. It’s a distinction she takes 
seriously.

“It shows that the Church is 
becoming more diverse and 
inclusive,” she said.

“In my past professional life, I 
was the associate vice chancellor 
at IUPUI for Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion,” she said. “These 
aspects are important to me in 
my personal, professional, and 
spiritual life.”

The school voucher program is an 
important legislative priority for 
the archdiocese and for Scecina. 
Many families, Catholic and non-
Catholic, use the program to send 
their children to Scecina.

Ms. Espada encourages parents 
and others to get involved in 
supporting vouchers at the 
legislative level.

 “They all should be advocates 
and engage with their elected 
representatives about the 
importance and need for 
vouchers,” she said. n
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SCECINA ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

The first woman to lead the Indiana Catholic Conference 
and the first woman of color 

to hold a Catholic conference directorship in the nation
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Keep up to date at: 
scecina.org/alumni/class-reunions/

These are the Scecina Class Reunions planned 
for the coming year. If you need information 
or have questions regarding your reunion, 

please email Rose Branson at 
rbranson@scecina.org or 317.352.3292.

Class of 1960 | 60th Class Reunion
5:30 p.m. | Saturday, August 15, 2020 

Northside Knights of Columbus
2100 E. 71st St.

Indianapolis, IN 46220

Class of 1970 | 50th Class Reunion
Postponed 

Class of 1990 | 30th Class Reunion
Saturday, September 12, 2020

Scecina Memorial High School Cafeteria
5000 Nowland Ave.

Indianapolis, IN 46201

Scecina looks forward to Homecoming 2020 
on September 25. The Crusaders will play 
Lutheran, with the time and venue to be 
announced.

The Class of 1971 football team will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary, and the Class of 1995 
will be honored on their 25th anniversary year.

Save the date for a great homecoming!

Homecoming also will be the kickoff $1,000 
drawing of the 2020-21 Scecina Memorial 
High School raffle for the Booster Club. Look 
for more information later this summer about 
the raffle to benefit Scecina athletics. n

HOMECOMING 2020

ON THE FRONTLINE 
David Smock ’89, principal of St. 
Matthew Catholic School in Indianapolis, 
recognizes his niece, Jessica (Whitaker) 
Tamucci ’04, who is a nurse in 
Westchester County, New York. 

Even before the rest of the country 
shut down, Westchester County 
in early March was classified as 
the epicenter of the coronavirus 
outbreak in the United States. 
Jessica was supposed to start a 
new job on a new unit but was 
needed to stay in the trauma unit at 

Westchester Medical Center, where 
she worked on a COVID-19 unit. 

Jessica had to take many 
precautions as she battled this 
situation. For our frontline heroes, it 
was not completely safe. One of her 
fellow nurses at Westchester was 
released from the ICU after battling 
COVID-19. Jessica helped care for 
this 25-year hero nurse, who had 
mentored Jessica as she started her 
journey. 

Jessica has witnessed so much loss 
and despair that caused such pain 

to the health-care 
workers taking 
care of those 
struggling from 
the vicious effects 
of this virus. 

Her family, 
friends and 
Scecina classmates 
are proud of Jessica and all of 
our heroes, nurses, doctors, 
all healthcare professionals, 
custodians, grocery store workers, 
delivery drivers, food workers, and 
so many more. n

Jessica at work
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If you would like to financially support 
Scecina and want a creative way to 
give, consider the State of Indiana - 
School Scholarship Tax Credit Program 
(SSTC).
 
If you have an Indiana state tax 
liability, you can take advantage of 
this program. By contributing to 
Scecina through the SSTC program, 
you may be eligible to take a 50% 
credit against your individual or 
corporate Indiana state tax liability. 
Many Scecina donors have benefited 
from this program, and its popularity 
continues to grow in Indiana.

Previously the government required 
you take a yearly distribution from 
your IRA. In some situations, this may 
still be the case. However, you can 
gift all or part of that distribution to 
Scecina, and you do not have to pay 
taxes on it as income. Many donors are 
taking advantage of this opportunity. 

Please note: This year there are a 
few changes in required minimum 
distributions (RMD).

1. RMDs - Rules for IRAs
• If you were 70 1/2 in 2019, you 
will continue to take your RMD as 
scheduled.

• If you were not 70 1/2 in 2019, you 
will now start taking RMDs at age 72.

2. The CARES Act - Discusses the 
elimination of the RMD requirement 
for 2020.

We advise you to contact your financial 
and/or tax advisor regarding IRA and 
RMD rules for this year.

TAX CREDIT SAVINGS 

“Scecina is my home away from 
home and it feels good to be 
part of something that gives 
back to student life.  The SWC 
has broadened my circle of 
friends along the way," said SWC 
Co-Chair Amy (Wagner) Begley 
’93.  

The SWC will continue to hold 
virtual meetings until the fall of 
2020. If you would like to join, 
please contact Rose Branson 
at rbranson@scecina.org or 
317.352.3292. n

SCECINA WOMEN’S CIRCLE

In now the fourth year for the 
Scecina Women’s Circle, many 
Scecina alumni and friends 
joined the SWC with a financial 
gift and a passion for supporting 
Scecina students while having 
fun connecting and networking.
In light of the pandemic, the 
group voted to fund tuition 
assistance this year instead of 
student life programs. 

The SWC also awarded its 
annual $1,000 scholarship to 
an outgoing senior. This year’s 
recipient is Lexi Carr.

IRA RMD TAX CREDIT 

Contact Jim McGuinness at 
jmcguinness@scecina.org or 
317.352.3227 to learn more.

WAYS TO GIVE

SWC members on a Zoom call. (top, l to r) Rose Branson, Beth Murphy, Nancy (Wagner) Leming  ‘85 (middle, l to r) Amy 
(Wagner) Begley ‘93, Amy Petrone, Angela (Grigsby) Espada ‘79 (bottom, l to r) Ellen Walsh, Gia Spaulding, Madonna 
(Warrenburg) Wagner '87

DEVELOPMENT
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STAY CONNECTED! 
Stay up to date with current Scecina news by 
giving us your email address! While the Father 
Scecina magazine is published twice a year, The 
Crusader e-newsletter is sent monthly to your 
inbox. Scan the QR code (right) with your cellphone camera or call 
Gia Spaulding to give us your email: 317.352.3229. n
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Scecina’s Our Faith, Our Journey, 
Our Time capital campaign public 
phase kicked off in September 2019. 
Thank you to the many volunteers 
who have worked on the campaign! 

Thanks to historical levels of 
generosity, capital campaign 
pledges have reached $5.8 million, 
approaching the $6+ million goal 
as Scecina continues to fund annual 
programs and services.

The first campaign project is nearly 
complete. The weight room has been 
relocated from the blockhouse to the 
school building to improve safety 
and security. This renovation is a vast 
improvement. Students, coaches, and 
teachers used the facility many times 
for classes and team workouts before 
the pandemic began.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN MOVES AHEAD
A dedication and tour 
of the weight room 
will be scheduled at 
an appropriate time.

The Scecina Board 
of Directors, capital 
campaign leadership, 
Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis, and the 
architect continue to 
discuss steps to take 
this calendar year to 
prepare for the next 
campaign projects.

In light of the pandemic 
concerns and after consulting with 
the capital campaign executive 
committee, honorary chairs, and 
national advisors, new invitations for 
support have been paused. However, 

SCECINA ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC
The 2020 Scecina Alumni Golf 
Classic will take place on Friday, July 
17, at West Chase Golf Course in 
Brownsburg, Ind. West Chase Golf 
Course is owned by Scecina alumni 
Rick ’69 and Patty (Nonte) ’71 Smith. 

DEVELOPMENT

Holy Cross Central School
   Principal: Cara Swinefurth

Holy Spirit Parish and School
   Pastor: Monsignor Paul Koetter 
   Associate Pastor: Rev. Nico Ajpacajá Tzoc
   Principal: Rita (Branson) Parsons ‘76
 

Little Flower Parish and School
   Pastor: Rev. Robert J. Gilday
   Principal: Kevin Gawrys
    

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and School
   Pastor: Rev. Rick Ginther
   Principal: Chris Kolakovich

St. Michael Parish and School
   Pastor: Rev. Aaron Jenkins
   Principal: Ruth Hittel
    

St. Philip Neri Parish and School
   Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey L. Dufresne  
   Principal: Kari Buchinger

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral Parish
   Rector: Very Rev. Patrick J. Beidelman
 

St. Rita Parish
   Priest Moderator: Very Rev. Patrick J. Beidelman 

St. Mary Parish 
   Pastor: Rev. Carlton Beever

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
   Pastor: Rev. Robert J. Hankee
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communications continue as we 
enter the campaign homestretch.

For a refresher on the six capital 
campaign priorities, please go to: 
scecina.org/campaign. n

Reservations and sponsorships will 
be accepted until Monday, June 29, 
pending availability. The golf outing 
the last three years has sold out in 
advance. If you would like to play in 
this year’s outing, please contact Rose 
Branson at rbranson@scecina.org or 
317.352.3292. n

SCECINA
ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC

Scecina’s new weight room inside the school building opened this winter.



in School Administration from 
Indiana Wesleyan University in 
February 2020.

Emily Wethington 
'07 became engaged 
to Aaron Wilson on 
December 25, 2019. 
They have set a date 
for July 3, 2021.

Sarah (Howard) Hartman ’09 and 
her husband, Charlie, welcomed their 
first daughter, Birdie Lane Hartman, 
on February 28, 2020. Birdie was 9 lbs 
4 ounces, 21 inches.

2010s

Matt ‘10 and his wife, Katie 
(Hammans) Black '10, welcomed 
their second boy, 
Barry Edward Black, 
on May 8, 2020. Baby 
Barry weighed 7 lbs 8 
oz. and was 20 inches 
long. n
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1980s

Tim Jeffers ’83 
has been named a 
principal with CSO, 
an Indianapolis 
architecture and 
design company.

John Duffy ’86, was promoted 
to Executive Director-Wealth 
Management at Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management. 

1990s

Dr. Kristine (Markovich) Alpi, Class 
of '91, was voted President-Elect 
of the Medical Library Association, 
a global, nonprofit educational 
organization based in Chicago, 
Illinois, with a membership of more 
than 3,000 professionals in the health 
information. Her service began 
in May 2020 and she will serve as 
President for the 2021-22 Association 
Year. 

Don McInnes '92 became a partner 
at the law firm of McNevin & 
McInnes, LLP in March 2018. 

2000s

Jesse Purvis 
’06 and his wife, 
Mackenzie, 
welcomed baby 
Talulla Lynn on May 
14. 

Christopher ‘06 and Jessica 
(Howard) Black ‘06 welcomed 
their third child, Isaiah James, on 
November 3, 2019. He joins older 
siblings Elijah Christopher and Olivia 
Rose.

Cassie (Byrd) Echegaray '07 
completed her Masters of Education 

Four Scecina alumni and one Class 
of 2020 graduate are spending the 
summer putting together COVID-19 
testing kits. It’s a small but 
important job in the fight against 
the pandemic.

Holden Martin ‘18 is a biomedical 
engineering major at Purdue 
University who plans to transfer 
to Trine University. He wants to 
design prosthetic limbs eventually. 

Now he’s working at Apex Medical 
on the northside of Indianapolis 
assembling coronavirus test kits in 
a biohazard bag. The bag contains 
the swab test, a napkin, and a small 
vial of saline into which the swab 
goes for transport.

Apex also is a COVID-19 testing 
facility. 

According to the IndyStar, Apex 
Medical is a division of Carmel-
based Aria Diagnostics, which sent 
a one-time donation of 50,000 tests 
to New York City in conjunction 
with the city of Carmel and Apex 
Medical.

Isaac Foley ’19, Jimmy Clinger ’18, 
Michaela Lindsay '19, and Maggie 
Fox ’20 also are working at Apex 
assembling the kits. nCOVID TESTS

From left, Holden Martin, Maggie Fox, and Jimmy Clinger at 
Northwest Technology Center, the research park where Apex 

Medical is located.
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IN memoriam

Carl Ritzi, spouse Julie Ritzi, children 
Julie (Ritzi) ’93 and Tucker Potthast, 
Bonnie (Ritzi) ’81 and Keith ’79 Wood, 
Connie (Ritzi) ’83 and Chris Smith, 
Theresa (Ritzi) ’84 and Rob Mayer 
’84 and Family, Shirley (Ritzi) ’85 and 
John Ferree and Family, Sean ’87 and 
Andrea (Smith) ‘87 Ritzi, Brian Ritzi 
’92, grandchildren Maggie Mayer ’16, 
William ’17 and Carly ’19 Ferree

   

  

ALUMNI DEATHS

Carol (Johnson) Jarboe ‘58

Therese LaRochelle '58

Thomas Lepper ’58

Mary Ann Brown '59

Robert Stenger '59

George A. Baugh II '60

John Kelly ’60

Richard C. Zapfe ’60 

Mary Jane Nickel ’61

Charles W. Johnson, Jr. '62

Joseph Marbaugh ’62

John Williams '63

Pierre de Caloone '65

Thomas Parker ’66

Ginny (Walters) Allen ’68 

William Bradley '68

Patrick Sweeney ’71

Joseph Yaggi ’72

Barb (Ruhmkorff) Barkes ‘79

Thomas McMahon '82

Anne (Sitzman) Hook ’85

Shelley (Sandlin) Sullivan ’93

Elizabeth Nicholls-Forston ‘97

COMMUNITY DEATHS

Nancy Treacy

FACULTY AND STAFF DEATHS

Sr. Helen Eckrich                                                                                                                                          
     (formerly known as Sr. Augustine)

Rev. Gerald Kirkhoff

Cory Gray (former softball coach)

COMMUNITY REMEMBRANCES

Jeffrey Green, father of Jeffrey Green 
’20 and Justice Green ’21 

Class Notes and In Memoriam 
reflect notices received on or before 

May 31, 2020. 
To update your information (home or 

email address), submit a class note, 
or report an alumni death, please 

contact Gia Spaulding, 
Advancement Coordinator, at 
gspaulding@scecina.org, or 

submit information via the online 
form at www.scecina.org/alumni.

JONATHAN ROLLER  September 4, 2004-January 8, 2020

With love, we remember Jonathan 
Michael Roller, a member of the 
Class of 2023. We also remember 
how the Scecina community came 
together in support of our family 
and for each other over the loss of 
a fellow student, classmate, friend, 
teammate and member of the 

South Deanery Catholic community.

We’ll remember Jonathan’s smile, his laugh, his 
jovial side. He liked to make others laugh. Jonathan 
was very intelligent, and had an inquisitive and 
questioning mind. He was multi-talented, having an 

artistic side but also a knack for math and science. He 
was a member of Boy Scouts of America, and played 
baseball, soccer, basketball, and football. 

Jonathan’s passing left a hole in our hearts and in 
this community. He touched the hearts of many who 
were privileged to know him well, and even now he 
continues to touch lives. We love you and miss you, 
Jonathan!
                                                                                                      
- The Roller Family

Joe and Tracey Roller, Nathan '20, Matthew, 
Elizabeth, Joseph, Lillian, and Emma n
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