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Discussion Questions 

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to share 

your original ideas in a class discussion. 

 

1. In the story, June's mother pushes her to be a prodigy, and June thinks it is because her mother 

does not believe she is good enough. Do you agree with June's interpretation of her mother's 

motivation? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Why or why not? 

Do you think it is fair to encourage young people to perform at a high level? How does this type of 

pressure benefit or harm young people? What are some real-world examples of childhood 

prodigies and stars? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. In the end, do you think June's mother was more of an adversary or an ally? Explain your thinking 

with evidence from the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Is June's mother responsible for teaching June how to assert her feelings? Explain your response. 
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